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4 'HE Univerſal Library: Or, Compleat Summary of Sdie 10 
| Containing above Sixty Select Treatiſes. In Two Volugy 
I. Of Theology, Philoſophy, Metaphyſicks, Ethicks, Oeconogy 
Religion, Games uſed at Ancient Feſtivals, Coſmography, 
ments, Geography, Hydrography, Travel, Government, Chrayj 
logy, Hiſtory, Laws, Coins, Medals, Weights and Meafuyg 
Meteors, Rarities, Mankind in the different Sexes of Men 
Women, Phyſick, Chyrurgery, Chymiſtry, Cookery and Dig 
II. Of Animals, Vegetables and Agriculture, Gems, Metals Grin 
mar and Languages, Hieroglyphicks, Poetry, Logick, Rherogi| 
Muſick, Arithmetick, Geometry, Archite&ure, Surveying, Gy 
ging, Dyalling, Navigation: The Military Art, -Fortifeatidn 
unnery, Aſtronomy, Aſtrology, Augury, Magick, Mathemut 

cal Magick, Dreams and Apparitions, Heraldry, Painting, G 
lours and Dying, Opticks, Angling, Fowling, Inventions, 190 
rance in the Ancients, and Errors among the People. With diye 
Secrets, Experiments and Curioſities therein. With a Copiousln 
dex to both Volumes. The whole containing above Seventy Sheet 
well printed upon a Super-fine large. Demy-Paper. Both Voluny 
Bound 125. . | OM 
The Memorable Things of Socrates. Written by Xenophon; | 
Five Books. Tranſlated into Engliſh. To which is prefix'd the 
-. . Life of Secrates; From the French of Monſieur Charpentier, a Mem 


ber of the French Academy. And the Life of Xenophon, colleded 


from ſeveral Authors. With ſome Account of his Writings. ! 
Mr 8&#y{hc,Author of the Art of Engliſb Poetry. Price Bound 6; 
The Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories of Socra'es, Sozomer, and Theodwit 
Faithfully Abridg'd from the Originals. By Samuel Parker, Gent 
Part II. To which the Abridger has added neceſſary Notes and 
IIluſtrations in the Margin. And an Index of the Memorable Per 


ſons, &c, mention'd in the Abridgment. Price Bound 5 s. When 
the former Volumes may be had at the ſame Price. And hi 


Abridgment of Euſebius. Price Bound 3 5.64. Theſe Three Vo 
lumes are a Compleat Abridgment of thoſe Eccleſiaſtical Hiſto 
rians. Tully of Old Age and Friendſhip. By the ſame Author, i 
Engliſh. Price Bound t 5s. 64. in Sheeps Leather. ed 
h Three Sermons preach'd at Stockton, in the County of Salap. Þ 
Alexander Scott, M. A. Publiſhed to vindicate them from the Mi 
repreſentations they have mer with from the Fanaticks. Price 64 
Ihe Divine Rights of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, as they are con 
_ +*-*tained in the Holy Scriptures: Delivered in a Farewll-Sermon a 
© Morten-College upon Plack-Heath, April the 29th, 1711 By Son 
Aſplin, M. A. With a Preface ſhewing ſome of the Mal- Trest 
ment the Author met with from a Parcel of Unchriſtian 11 
ing E—nors. Price 3 d. „ „ 
Mr Milbourne's former Sermons upon this ſad and melanchol) 
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Occaſion, as well as the others abovementioned, 
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meon and Levi are Brethren: Inſtruments of Cruelty are in their 
| Habitations. LET oi 8 | 
UW 7 Seu, come not thou into their Secret; unto their Aſſembly, mine 
Vl Hour, be not thou united: for in their Anger they ſizw a Man, and 


in their Self-W/il they digged down a Wall. 


uſed be their Anger, for it was ſierce; and their Wrath, [or it was 
quel: I will divide them in Jacob, and ſcatter them in IIxael. 


S Iam ſure Chriſtianity allows no SubjeQs to rebel a- 
» | 1 gainſt their lawful Princes, ſo I am ſure thoſe Engliſh- 
men are no true Chriſtians who mourn not ſincerely for 
that horrid Sin, which has almoſt deſecrated this Day, 
L the barbarous Murder of Charles the Firſt, of Glorious Men- 
; the Effect of a Rebellion ſcarce to be paralleFd; for W icked- 
gels, in all preceding Ages. The Sun it ſelf never beheld an A= _. 
ion more defervedly accurſt by all good Men, nor ever Was a 
otorious and ſcandalous Villany flighted with that prodigious 
mpudence which this is, by ſome who pretend yet to the higheſt 
vances in an unreprovable Holineſs, We have Saints {til} who 
an look upon the Royal Martyrs Tomb without a Tear, and tho', 
pon the {lighteſt Approach, that Sacred Body would bleed afreſh, 
the Savage Murderers could view it with an unrelenting Eye, 
nd only long to ſhew their unnatural Courage again on an agree- 
able Occaſion. Faſting, Mourning, and Tears, give ſome Evi- 
tence of Repentance ; an Abjuration of ſeditious and turbulent Prin- 
tiples would give Hopes of an Amendment coming on; but a 
Contempt of thoſe Laws that enjoin it, a Re. aſſertion of thoſe Prin- 
e upon Which Men have ſin'd; a Juſtification of Murder and Ree 
L1/ion, by ſcorning to own it as a Sin; theſe things argue a ſtub- 
born Obitinacy, an open Defiance to Divine "Juſtice, and a perti- 
ucious Re je &ion of all the Laws of God and Man. From ſuch 
Men Princes can be no longer ſafe than they have Strength enough 
tocruth them; nay, Heaven it ſelf would feel their Madneſs did 
nt its Thunders fright and force them into Silence: Boldneſs and 
Impudence cannot alleviate a Crime, but aggravate it; nor can 
iff Denial of apparent Guilr avert God's Vengeance from Sin- 
gers: He may ſeem to take no Notice of Tranſgreſſors 85 
or a while; The Wicked may preſper 3 as Jeremy expreſſes Jerem. 12. 
t, and they that deal treacheroufly may ve happy: They may 1, 2. 
le planted fo as to take Root; they may grow and bring forth | 
1 ruit; while God, tho he be near in t hel Mouths is far From their 
beine; but howſoever the Methods of Divine Providence may be 
lack and obſcure'to Humane Eyes, Sin muſt be ff Sn to us; we 
re to examine Actions by Divine Rules, and not to mezfure them 
by their Events, but by their Correſpondence to thoſe Rules; and, 
conſequently, where we fee a Rebel or a Murderer, we are to re- 
Pate him ſuch, and to condzrwn him as ſuch, unleſs we our ſelves 
lave a Deſire to be Partaterr of his Sin; no Friendſhip, Tenderneſs, 
lelztion, can excuſe us from this; ſince even Jace himſelf. a 
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Man eminent for Piety, ind influenc d by the Divine Spirit, when 
\ he call'd his Sons to beſtow his Bleſſings upon them, could na 
ſpare Simeon and Levi, but repeated their Crime, expreſt by Nh 
horrence of it, and gave them Reaſon to expe& nothing bye JR | 
ments inſtead of Bleſſings for it; Simeon and Levi are Bethe, N. 
To underſtand which Words the better, we muſt look back in. 
to the Occaſion of them; for we cannot reaſonably believe thi 
ſo tender a Father, as Jacob ſeems every where to be, would hive 
given his Sons 4 Curſe inſtead of a Bleſſing, unleſs he had had a ver 
good 18 for ſo extraordinary an Action: The Occaſion, then, 
Was this: | 1 | = =” 1 
Dinah, the Daughter of Jacob and Leah, when her Pr.. 
Gen. 34. ther liv'd at Shalem, goes our to ſee the Daughters uf the 
1, 2. Land, when Shechem, the Son Hamor, =. powerful 
Neighbour, meets with her, loves her, lies with hey, tl 
and defiles her : no doubt Shechrm was guilty of a very great Sin, ft 


. - 


both againſt God and againſt Jacob; but he eadezvours to make t 
the beſt Satis faction for the Injury done that he could; his lawle n 


Luft was converted to a regular and earueſt Love; and therefore, by c 

| his Father's Mediation, he deſires her in Marriage; the Violence t 
and Reallity of his Paſſion appears in his Requeſt; | 

v. 21, 22. Let me find Grace in your Eyes, and what 'you jhall ſay umn 7 
OR me I will give. Ask me never ſo much Dowry and Gift, and! © 
will give according as ye ſhall ſay unto me; enly give tne the Dawiſcl u e 
Wife : But this earneſt Affection was return'd by the Sons of Jacob 7 
with rewengeſul Treachery ; no Repentance, no kind and humble : 
Offers could attone their implacable Tempers ; bur, what fen- 1 
der'd the Matter worſe, they ſacrificd their Religion to their Malice, I 
that very Ordinance which God had appointed them, as the Sym- i 
bol of his Gracious Covenant, they converted into a Snare for 2 


thoſe they hated ; a thing which, as we may well conclude, 10 
holy a Perſon as Jacob never ſuſpeQed ; and therefore might de 
mightily pleas'd to ſee his Sons ſo zea!ous for that Sacred Inſti- ] 
tution , beſides, the very Danger of ſo deſperate an Action 28 | 
they were then göntriving, might make him far from fuch a 
Thought: But tho! the Condition might have appear'd very harſh ; 
to an inſincere Perſon, neither Shechem, nor Hamor, his Father, 

- tumble at it: Circumciſion ſeem'd a ſmall Dowry for ſo | 
great an Alliance as they apprehended that propeunded to be t 
and their Influence prevail'd upon their Fellb &-Citizeris 7 ul 
to embrace the ſam? Terms of Union with the Family of Jac. 
A fatal Condeſcenſion that! For, no ſooner were they grown 
ſore under that unhippy Ceremony, but theſe two Brethren, Ml 
Simeon and Levi, as Ringleaders in the cruel Deſign, break | 
in upon the diſabled Citizens, and murder'd all the Males ; and, with 

the Aſiiſtance of their Brethren, added Plunder and Ruin to theit WM 
Murder, Spoiling the City taking their Sheep, their Oxen, and their Aﬀe, | 
WA Po, the principal Riches of thoſe Days, and that whith ws! 
Verſe 27, in the Eity, and that which was in the Held, and all thu 

| 28, 29. wealth, and all their little ones, and their Wives they el 


Captive, and ſpoiled even all that wes tn the Holſe. No 
+ 4# 3.80 


enough to make them all conſpire together to the ruin of Jacob 


and his Family: This he tells his Sons in plain Terms, Bae 


troubled ine to make ine ſtinł amung the Inhabitants bf the Laud. And I 


being few in rumber, they ſball gather themſelves thgerher 

534% % me, ant ſlay me, and I ſhall be deftr:yea,and my Houſe, Verſe 30. 
And this Expectation was To rational as nothing but ; 
God's extraordinary Providence could have prevented it; the Me. 
thod of which we find in the beginning of the ſubſequent Chap- 
ter. This riow was the Crime for which Jacob laid fo heavy a Sen. 
tence upon his own Sons; and what was difpleaſing to God, could 
never be pardonable by Jacob, acted as at this time by a Propheti- 
cal Spirit, Treachery and Cruelty, eſpecially when veyld with the pre- 
rejices of Religion, are odious both to God and Man. YE 
The Meaning of the Words is obvious ettongh;only that Phraſe, 


In their ſelf-will they digg d down @ Wall, has admitted of fome Variety 


of Interpretation. Your Margin read it, In their ſelf-will they huugh- 
ea, or cut the Sinews of Oxen; and fo ſeveral Tratiflations read it 
and ſome give it this Meaning, That they murdered the Princes 
the People, for Oxen or Bulls, in Scripture Language, frequently fignify 
Princes or great Men. Take it which way we pleaſe, the Hiſtory 
makes it ſo literally good, that we need no further Diſquiſition about 
it. Lſhall proceed to the Things moſt conſiderable in the Text, 
and they are, 2; SR 1 


1. A Deſcription of theſe wicked Men concern'd, Simeon and 
Levi are Brethren, Inſtruments of Craelty are in their Habitation. 
2. The Patriarch's cautious Reſolution, with refpe& to ſuch dan- 
gerous Perſons, Oh, my Soul, come not thou into their Secret, unto"their 
Aſſembly mige Honour be not thou united! = Re | | 
3. The Reaſon given for this Caution; For in their Anger they 
frw a Man, and in their ſelf-will they digged down a Wall ; or murder- 
ed the Princes of the People. „ 5 3 

4. You have'the Sentence paſt upon their Wickedneſs, Czrſed. be 
their Anger, for it was fierce ; and their Wrath, for it was cruel. © 
. The Nature of that Curſe laid upon them. Jacob here, as a 


Prophet, and in the Name of God himſelf, declares it, 1 will di- 


wide them in Jacob, and ſcatter them in Iſrael. 

1. Then we have the Deſcription of theſe evil or wicked Men, 
dimeon and Levi, whom I call wicked, with reſpect to this particular 
Crime committed by them; tho, probably, they might afrerwards 
be penitenet, if excellent Inſtructions and Examples could make 
them ſo; They were Bret hren, Inſtruments of Cruelty were in their Habita- 
Hons, It could be no Crime in theſe Two that they were Brethren 


only. Reaben, and Judah, and Nepthali, rand Zobu ly wee Bretiren 
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too, yet that Relation not charged upon them as a Fault. But 


theſe were Brethren in Iniquity, Men who ſhew'd their mutual 
Kindneſs, principally in a malicious Confederacy againſt thoſe 
who deſired to be at Peace with them. Simeon ſeems more particu- 


Lrly, tho' not without the Conſent of his preſent unhappy Partner, 
to have had a natural Inclination to Blood and Cruclty ; they knew not 


how to ſhew Pity on their own Brother Joſeph, whom they maliced 
for that Intereſt he had in his Father; and had not Reuben and Judah 
pittigd his Innocence, his party-colour'd Coat ſhould have. been 
dit in his own Blood, and not in that of a Kid: And 
Gen. 42. 24. Joſeph ſeems to expreſs a Remembrance of Simeon's Un- 
3 kindneſs, when he pick'd out him among the reſt to 
keep as Priſoner, and a Pledge for the Honeſty of his Brethren: And 
that Priſon he was then confin'd to might poſſibly have that good 
Effe c on him, as to make him ſenſible of his Sin, not only againſt 
his Brother, but againſt his wel-meaning Neighbour : Certainly it's a 
great Happineſs to have Brethren, neer Relations, and real Friends 
ro ſtand by us in Adverſities or Troubles; Advice, Comfort, 
Sympathy, Aſſiſtance, are deſirable Things, and from whom can 
we expect them more naturally and reaſonably than from thoſe 
who are bound to us in the neareſt, Ties of Blood? But it's an ex- 
treme Infelicity when thoſe who ſhould be Fellow. helpers to one 
another in that which is good, expreſs their mutual Dearneſſes 
only in the moſt criminal and deſperate Actions. Men are too 
prone to Wickedneſs of themſelves, they need no Helps nor En- 
couragements to it. And yet we frequently obſerve in this World's 
Courſe, that while good Men quarrel and contend one among ano- 
ther, thoſe who are devoted to Wickedneſs are inſeparable; ſo we 
fee, when even Abraham and Lot could not live peaceably together, 
fo as to contribute.to each others Good; Simeon and Levi could 
concur and hold together in a Courſe of Cruelty ; and when Paul 
and Barnabas could fall into ſuch Heats, as to forſake one and- 
ther, the malicious Jews could run in united Troops from Place 


to Place, ro endeavour the Extirpation of the Goſpel). Not to 


inſtance in any thing nearer Home, yet certainly Goodneſs and 
Virtue is of a more healing and uniting Nature in it ſelf; and 
one would think that thoſe Perſons who agree heartily 1n 
one great and excellent End, the eternal Enjoyment of God, 


ſhould agree among themſelve; yet how many earneſt | 
Exhortations to Love and Peace has our Bleſſed Saviour, and 


his Holy Apoſtes, loſt upon an obſtinate World? What admura- 
ble Examples have they ſet before us, and all to no purpoſe? 
What ſtrong Obligations to mutual Endearments do thoſe com- 
mon Calamities good Men ſtruggle with in a wicked World, at- 


ford, and yet they ſeem to weak inconſiderate Fleſh and Blood, | 
only like Sampſon's Viths and Cords. ſnapping as Tow wh'n touch d by | 


Fire? But on the other Hand, the Wickedneſs makes 
Wa. 9. 19, Men Bruitiſp, ſo that u Man can ſpare his Brother, thi' 


20, 21. they ſnatch on the Right Hand and be hungry, and eat en 
- 3 — 9 


g - the let Hand and be not ſatisfied, ti they cat every Man 
the Heſb of his vwn Arm ; tho! Magaſſenh be «gunſt Ephraim, . ang 
EO | Ephraim 


— 
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Biral againſt Manaſſth, yet they'll be both together againſt Jadah. 
here is ſomewhat of the Coward in the moſt daring Villain, 
which makes him ſtudy the more earneſtly to procure Confede- 


| nates, he looks upon the whole prudent World as his Enemy, and 


knows not how to prevail againſt it, unleſs it be falſe to and be- 
tray it ſelf; and therefore, he takes the greateſt pains to joyn 
others in the ſame deſperate Courſes with himſelf, both that he 
may be the better able to maſter all expected Oppoſition; and that 
when other, Means fail, the Number of the Criminals may procure 
Impunity ; And it commonly appears, that the greateſt Wicked- 


neſſes make the ſtrongeſt Combinations; ſo Achiiophel underſtood 


it fand Abſalom too, when he lay openly with his Fathers Concu- 
bines in the ſight of all Iſrael, that fo he and they _ abhorred 
by David, might be the more unanimous and daring Rebells : The 
Perſecution of that Lamb of God, The bleſſed Jeſus, was Unjuſt and 
Cruel yet, that, when other Tryals were in Vain, could reconcile 
Herod and Pilate. But Inſtrumeuts of Cruelty were in their Houſes, 
the foregoing Story tells, :hey took their Swords, Weapons of excel- 
lent Uſe in the Hands of good Men; but dangerous in {theies 
who have loſt their Uunderſtandings : Weapons ſo Jawfull to be 
us'd, that our Saviour, when the time of his Paſſion drew nigh, 


adviſed thoſe of his Diſciples, who wanted them, to ſell their Coars 


aud to buy thera : They are the Guard of Majeſtracy, and the Pro- 
teQors of Juſtice ; but as Fire and Water are commonly ſaid to be, 
they are excellent Servants, but bad Maſters, ſo are they. It was 
lawful, doubtleſs, for Simeon and Levi with their Swords to have 
oppos'dany invading Force, and to have defended themſelves from 
the Inſults of all Aggreſſors; but to draw them upon unſuſpeQing 
and diſabled Men, thoſe to whom. all Courage and Strength was 
then unſerviceable; to bath them in the Blood of thoſe who de- 
fired their Friendſhip upon the ſevereſt Terms, this Practcie ana- 
thematiz'd the Weapons, and made them deſerve no better Name, 


than that of Inſtrum' nuts of Craelty ; theſe Men acted not as gene- 


rous Enemies, but as Thieves and Robbers, the Common Nuyſance 
of Mankind ; They who had no Authority to that purpoſe; took 
upon them the Office of Heaven, and they would repay Vengance, 
and be the Judges of their own Wrongs, a Thing not reaſonably 
dlow'd to any; ſo that they who might have gain'd Honour in a 
juſt Cauſe, were now no better than Aſſaſſines or Murderers; But 


whither will not Paſſion and Fury draw inconſiderate Madmen ? 


Put by theſe Inſtruments of Cruelty are not only. to be undeſtood, 
the Weapons themſelves, by which their Cruelties were committed? 
but thoſe very private Counſels and Devices there framed for the Exe- 
cution of ſo pernicious a Deſign ; for tho' they ſeem not to have 
reigh'd everyCircumſtance very well, yet we cannot imagine them 
ſo raſh, as not to concert ſome Meaſures among themſelves to go 
thro* with their Project; their Revenge was not a ſudden or acciden- = 
tal thueht; but it was premeditated and malicious ; it was not carried 

on only by two Men, tho' only two are mention'd, in the Text, 
3 the Projectors and Captains in the Action, but Servants and 
others of which tkoſe antient Patriarchs had abundance; and Si- 
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mean and Levi as Men of a forward and daring Courage, went he. 
fore the reſt ta try the Probability of Succeſs ; and upon the Sign 
given, the reſt of their Brethren preſently joyn'd, ready to: pc 
that Work, which had with fo much Vi 
Counſels and Confederates were all ſo many Inſtruments of Crue 
ty, Means to carry on cruel and revengeful Deſigns; the firſt N 
chief was form'd there, the Aſſiſtances engag'd, and where es. 
pons of Wor ſeem d needleſs to poor and laborious Shepheards, they 
provided thoſe inſtruments of Ruine for the purpole. = _ 
2. We are to obſerve Jacob's cautinus Reſolution, with. refpeRt ty 
ſuch dangerous and cruel Perſons, O my Soul, come uot 12 inte 
their Secret, unto their Aſſembly, mine Honour be not thou united; | 
was not their near Relgrion to himſelf could make that pious an 
go my Patriarch truſt himſelf the ſooner with them, they 
ad ſhown their Inhamanity towards him, who deſired to 
and towards him who really was their Brother, and who kn 
where ſuch violent Paſſions might ſtop : Beſides, Jacob, who 
underſtood very well, the damnable Nature of that Sin his 
Sons then Jay under the Guilt of, and being himſelf wholly 


innocent of that Wickedneſs, leaves his Deteſtation of it 725 


now to the whole World, equally trembling at the Horror of 

Guilt, and the impendent Puniſhment ; he would have all to un- 
derſtand, that he was ſo far from having any hand in ſach a crying 
Sin, that he would hold no Correſpendence, no private Councils 
with thoſe who had, tho link d to himſelf in the neareſt Bonds 
of Relation and Affection: Partiality and Tenderneſs, it's true, are 
frequently the Occaſions of Mens over- looking the Faults of thoſe 
who are near or dear to them; or it makes them apt, with aged 


Eli, to extenuate the moſt provoking Crimes, and to look upon, 


and to puniſh them, if in their Power, only as ſome trifling Pec- 
cadillo's ; the Patriarch here, acts like a more diſintereſted Jndge, 
like one whom no Favour or Affection could warp to Partiality ; 
he ſets forth their Crime in its genuine Uplineſs; and, for his oF 
part, waſhes his Hands from that innocent Blood which his C ul- 
dren had ſned. He might perhaps, in theſe various Perplexities 
he had been engaged in, * ſome. Characters of divine Diſplea- 
ſure, for his too much Lenity in this Caſe before; and, therefqte, 
he's the more careful now to ſhake off any ſuch Imputation, and 


to lerxve his Hatred to ſuch a VMolation of the Rights of Hoſpitality up: 


on Record to all Poſterity. O my Soul, come not thou into their Secret, 
unto their Aſſembly, mine Honour h e not thou united ! Jacob ſeems in this 
Expreſſion, to have been of the ſame Opinion with our own Law» 
makers, viz. That in Murder there are no Acceſſaries, but all Perfons 
as well conſenting, as contriving, are Principals, and obnoxious to the 
ame Puniſnments; and therefore he'd have nothing to do in any 
of their Councils or Cabals: Wickedneſs is of an infectious Na- 
ture, few can touch ſuch Pitch, and not be miſerably de fil'd by 
it; from vrhich Conſideration it is, that the Apoſtle adviſes us to 
Hun every Appearance of Evil, leaſt from an Indulgence of our ſelves 
in xhoſe things which have but an outward ſhew of Ill, we might 
come to an Approbation of din and Wickednaſs in all its Hane 


our been arent ed; 
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ſtances : Nothing has more fital Influences upbn eaſy Mankind, 
than Ul. Company; to follow the Maltitude to do Evil, is almoſt as nas 
tural as for the Sparks to fly upward; they who roul down Hill, 
roul apace; the many Obſervations imprudent Men make upon 
the Events of Divine Providence, proves öft-times a very great 
Snare to them; which yer, if they were made inipartially, would 
be of the greateſt Advantage to them imaginable. Let there be 
10000 Inſtances of dreadful Judgments as Foe wicked Men, 
which might ſtartle others, yet they are all eaſily loſt in ene ſengle 
Inſtance of ſucceſsful Wickedneſs; ſo far are Men from taking 
warning by the Miſeries of others, that they ſnatch at all the Ad- 
vantages poſlible to encourage themſelves to the ſameUnhappineſs ; 
and this is that which makes Men run ſo blindly into evil Society, 
ind give up themſelves to the Conduct of thoſe who, perhaps, 
have nothing but a parcel of wild Luſts, and ungovernable Paſſions 
to ſerve ; what Wretchedneſs the Aſciating our ſelves with ſuch 


brings upon us, we may learn by the ordinary Preludiums of com- 


mon Executions, and of natural Deaths ; the conimon Thief and 


Murderer, when he comes to a ſerious Apprehenſion of that Eter= 


nity he's then entring upon, of that Guilt which he lies under, 
begins ordinarily his firft Complaints from his being ſeduced by id. 
dure whoſe perſuaſions and Suggeſtions he has been tos weak 
to reſiſt ; as pious Souls bleſſed Angels rejoyce for the Conver- 
ſon of one Sinner, ſo the infernal Spirits and ill-Men triumph as 
much in the final Deſtruction of one, who might once ſeem to 
have more honeſt Inclinations. It was this woful Condition of too 
too many which made Solomon take ſo much Pains diſſuade all Men 
from accompanying with ſuch: My Son, ſays he, if Sinners 
entice thee, conſent thou not; if they ſay, come with us, lets us Prov. I. 
lay wal: for Blood, let us lurk privily for the Innocent without a 1d, 20. 
= 6 let us ſwallow them up alive as the Grave, and whole as | 
thoſe that go down into the Pit, we ſhall find all precious Subſtance, 
we ſhall fill eur Houſes with Spoil ; caſt in thy Lot among, ns, let us all 
have one Purſe. My Son, walk not thou in the way with them, r:fra;u 
thr Foot from their Path. He would not have us yield to all their. 
crafty or ſeemingly profitable Inſiuations, to have any Concerns 
with them: For their Feet run to Evil, and make haſt to ſhed Blood, 
and they lay wait for their own Blaod, they lurł privily for their own 
Lives : Thus we find others, when they come to lye upon their 
Veath-beds, and are to employ their languifffing Hours in making 
their Peace, and reconciling themſelves to their God; their com- 
mon Re flections are upon that ill-Company they have formerly 
delighted in; upon thoſe frequent Advices they have receiv'd 
rom kind Friends, to avoid ſuch pernicious Societies; and the 
ſad Pred ictions of the Event which they had formerly heard, and 
nothing is more frequent than their Reſolutions, If God would hut 
Once again reſtore them to Health, that they would never hold 
Correſpondence with ſuch deſperate Companions again: And cer- 
tinly it's impoſſible, that a dying. Man, whoſe Appiehenſions are 
et generally very ſharp in ſuch Caſes, ſhould think worſe of ſuch 
on:panie than they deſerve. But why ſhould not theſe things 
a | "+, 
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be ſeriouſly reflected on, as well while we are in Health and 
Vigour, as when Death looks us in the Face? Why fhould we, ay 
we too often do, delay the bringing forth Fruits meet for Repentance, 
till it be too late? There are ſome prevailing Sons, which are of 
a Damning, yet ſeemingly of a Sociable Nature, which Sociability ri. 
ſes not out of any mutual Endearments there are between Man and 
Man in them, but out of a Principle of Baſeneſs and Cowardiſe; 
ſo the Drunkard gets Companions in his Sottiſhneſs to be his Se. 
curity, not only from doing, but from receiving Miſchief. The 
Thief is afraid of being ſurpriz'd in his nocurnal Enterprizes, and 
therefore endeavours to ſecure a good Aſſiſtance for the carrying 
on his Robbery, in ſpite of Oppoſition. The Rebel gets as many 
Confederates as cofible. that he may be able to beat down all 


Reſiſtance the better, and if his Attempts fail, that he may either | 


ſuffer with, or make his Eſcape among the Throng. And the 
Murderer, as we learn from the Text, muſt have his Cabals, 
his private Aſſemblies, and Partners, and tries to draw in ſtore 
of Accomplices, that the Deſigns of Cruelty may proceed the 
better, and that the Greatneſs of the Number may out face 
the Revenge of Juſtice ; but he's a wife Man who keeps himſelf 
out of all ſuch helliſh Combinations; he not only ſecures himſelf 
from common Troubles and Diſquiets in this World, but can with 
the greater Eaſe make up his Accounts for the future. It's no un. 
common thing for Innocence to ſuffer, when found unwittingly among 
thoſe who are notoriouſly guilty ;,. and if Innocence it ſelf can ſcarce 
_ eſeape, what muſt a Fraternity or Kindred in Iniquity expect to ſuffer ? 
As a Man would keep his Treaſures from the Thief, his Children 


from the Gibber, his Wife from the Adulterer, ſo he would keep 


any thing that's dear or valuable with him from all Concernments 
with thoſe that are engaged in wicked Purpoſes. Nothing can be 
dearer to a Man than his Honour, than his precious and immortal 
Soul, nothing looks more terribly than a continual Diſgrace, and 
than everlaſting Damnation. Jacob therefore reſolves to ſecure both 
his Sou) and his Honour in the preſent Caſe ; he would not havs 
his Honour, his Fame, and Reputation to ſuffer in their ſcandalous 
Crime; he would not be imagin'd to ſtand upon the ſame Founda- 
tions, to entertain the ſame Principles, to carry on the ſame barba- 
Tous Actions with his degenerate Offspring; nor would he have 
his Soul come into their Secret; he defter'd fo exact an Innocence 
as he would not ſo much as dive into the horrid Depths of their 
Villainy ; he look'd upon their Principles and Motives as abomina- 
ble and odious both to God and Man, ſuch as a Man could not re- 


fle & on or be inquiſitive after without Horror and Extremity of 
Danger. It was a deep, a grievous Wound to Jacob's pious Soul, 
to have ſuch Barbarity juſtly charg'd upon his Family, ſuch a Crime 
as Heathens would have been afraid of, committed by rhoſe who 
were under the more immediate Influences of the only true God 


it would have been a Grief to his Spirits to have ſeen Strangers, 


nay Enemies, to have fhewn ſuch unmerciful Severity: but when 
his own Sons, the continual Subjets of his heavenly InſiruQions 


d of lũs devouteſt Prayers, thoſe who ſhar'd his very Soul Omg 
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them, whoſe Good he deſired and ambition'd more than his own, 
when they fell under ſo heinous a Guilt, how could his aged Spi- 
its ſupport the vaſt Afffiction? Only Parents, and thoſe the kind- 
eſt roo, can be ſenſible of the yerning of their Bowels, their con- 
tinual Fears, Doubts, Hopes, Perplexities for their Children. If 
fpeiles were fain to veyl 4gamenmm's Face to repreſent that Grief he 
was in for the Loſs of his dear Iphigenia, how would he expreſs the 
paſſion of a religious Father, when with open Eyes looking on his 
only Son precipitated into eternal and irremediable Woes! It made 
it Brother E/au weep, nay, weep bitterly, when he Joſt his. Father 
| Iſaac's Bleffinz 5 tho' he's yeneraliy repreſented as none of the moſt. 
ſcrupulous Relgtoniſts: And muſt it not cut Jacob to the very 
Heart, when he was beſtowing his effectual Bleſſings upon all his other 
Children, to pour down only Crſcs upon theſe? Yet it was im- 
poſſible ſor him to do otherwiſe, God guided bis Hands and his 
Tongue too, and made every Word he utter'd prophetical. Nor 
e could the dreadful Weight of this paternal Curſe be eaſily ſupporta- 
o ble by the two Brethren, if at lea they had any true ſenſe of the 
If Wl Greatneſs of their Sin; even Cain, when he was to be a Vagabond 
IF MW vpon Earto, becauſe of the Murder of his innocent Brother, 
ch could cry out, His Puniſhment was greater than he could bear; and 
n. © theſe, whoſe Judgment was not extremely different, could not but 
g uemble under the Apprenſions of divine Wrath, eſpecially, wken 
ce WW their Father was the Meſlenger to denounce it, 
- That their Siſter Dinah ſhould have been «s'd as a Harlot, was cer- 
en KW tinly a great Affliction to Jacob, as well as tochis Sons; Shechem's 
ep Actions and D:nar's Content were both very great Sins againit God; 
ts but theſe furious Brethren ſeem not ſo much concern'd for the Ho- 
be © nour of God as tor their own; and therefore, like the Practitioners 
al Nef Villainies in general, they make uſe of Religion for a Cloak 
ad bor their cruel Revenge; they were for making Converts to their 
th {Wovn Profeſſion, 2s a neighbouring Monarch makes them to Popery, fo as 
vs they ſhould be ſure never to return to Paganiſm again, unleſs it 
vs Nvere in anocher World, Religion, the moſt excellent thing in the 
a- World, has yer, in all Ages, been abus'd, to make way for the 
ba» eateſt Villainies: It was that which made the Jews crucify their 
ve MW viour ; they had a Religion ſettled among them by God himſelf, 
ce In an extraordinary manner; and he came, as they ſuppos'd, to 
mine it, therefore it was fit that he ſhould be cut off, This made 
tem perſecure the Apoſtles afterwards, becauſe thoſe Laws and Cu- 
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re- N which Moſes had bequeathed to them were in danger of being 
of {Wei cuated by their Docrines; and heathen Emperours were as zea- 
"ul, bus for their Iolatry, and therefore, for ſeveral Ages, perſeeuted 
ime chriſtienity with the greateſt Karneſtneſs. as an Enemy to their fan- 
ho ic Deities; it was this that arin'd out the bloody Croyſades againſt | 
dls lie poor Albigenſes and Walderſes of old, only becauſe they dar'd to 


pcjudice that Craft by which the Roman Clergy enflav'd the Wes 
lem World, by reviving loſt Truth, and preaching the Goſpel 
cerely in the midſt of Darkneſs and Superſtition; it was this 
Thich gave Being to the hely League in France, and to rhe Pariſian 
aacre, to that cxecrable Rebellin in 128 and to that damzable 

| 2 | ant 
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and damning Covenant in England and Scotland, which blew. up and 
maintain'd the Flames of an unnatural Rebellion in theſe Nations, 
effected that unparallel'd Murder upon the beſt of Kings, involyd 
all in Blood an Confuſion, and flew out into thoſe extravagant Im 
pieties, the diſmal Effects of which we feel to this day, and ſhall 
e more ſenſible of hereafter ; the Stains of Royal Blood are not 
eaſily wip'd out; nor is the Forbearance of earthly Puniſhments : 
full Acquittance from Heaven for the Guilty ; divine Vengeance 
oft moves in ſecret and untrodden Ways, and when Men cry Peace, 
Peace, to themſelves, and hug themſelves in the midſt of external 
ſeeming Bleſſings, the dreadful Clouds break over their Heads, 
burden'd only with temporal and with eternal Plagues. It may 
feem ſtrange, that ſince every one is very ſenſible of the Corrup. 
tion and Degeneracy of the World, yer wicked Deſigns ſhould de 
forced to ſeck Corners, and to ſhelter themſelves in obſcure Cz. 
bals; but Sin always makes the Sinner timorous, and tho' it has ſo 
many private Allurements to bewitch Men into Slavery with, yet 
whea ſeen in publick, it's accompany'd with ſo many Deformities, 
that ſome or other will ſtartle at it; therefore evil 4#1ons are call'd 
the Works of Darkneſs; they hate all Means of Diſcovery; God infa- 
ruates thoſe who are wicked, fo that tho' they aim all at one thing, 
yet they infiſt in different and irreconcileable Methods, ſo that 
they keep a jealous and watchful Eye upon one another; where- 
as, ſhould they but once joyn in Councils as they do in Intentions, 
it were impoſſible Goodneſs ſhould find any Place in the World. 
It was the Ruine of Babel, that tho' all the Multitude intended to 
£0 on with that ſtupendous Structure, they could not yet under- 
and one another's Meaning; it's the Ruine generally of wicked 
Conſpiracies, that tho' great Numbers with for and would gladly 
ad vance the ſame Miſchiefs, yet their Capacities are various, their 
Concluſions raſh, and therefore their Practices frequently ineffe- 
cual: But ſometimes God permits them to take place; he puniſh'd 


his People Irael, when rebellious by their adjacent Neighbours, 


and afterwards by the Chaldcans, yet when be had done, he threw 
thoſe Rods he had laſh'd his People with into the Fire of his An- 
ger; he made uſe of Simeon and Levi to puniſh Shechem's Fornica- 
tion ; but it ſeems he would not hold the Executioners of his In- 
dignation guiltleſs; humane Paſſions, when they are concern'd in 
difpenſing divine Fudgments, boyl over too much, and fly far be- 
ond thoſe Bounds they ought to preſcribe to themſelves ; and 
therefore, tho' Heat and Careleſneſs might ſometimes be pleaded 
in Vindication of Cruelty, God often puniſhes, both the Un— 
juſtice, and the Cauſe of it; both the Fury of the Ovpr flor, and the 
Irregularity of that Fury: As God is a God of Mercy himſelf, ſo 
he loves to ſee his own Goodneſs ſhadow'd out in the Placability 


and Gentleneſs of Men one towards another; Fengance is his on, 


and he will repay it; he leaves it not to Men to proportion it out 
as they pleaſe: For thoſe who fear God to think ſuch Impieties 25 
others act is a Fault, to enquire after them is ſinfull, to be privy 
to them, or conſenting with them is hatefull, but to be united 
with them is damnable ; farewell all true Religion, farewen all 
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Councils, and have been concern'd with them, as it would hays We: 
contracted a Guilt to him, and have laid him under the ſame Hate 


and Scandal they had been obnoxious to, ſo it would have been Cod 
an Encouragement to them to have attempted the like Execution bean 
upon the ſame, or lefs Occaſions, for the future; nothing fluſhes b 
31] Men more than a Confluence of others. Alſalom had, perhaps, he 10 
never been a Rebel, had not the eaſy and floating Vulgar ſhewy Wi 


themſelves ready to follow in his moſt deſperate Enterprizes. If 1 
Jacoh were ſo exact, even with thoſe that were his own Fleſh and 


Blood, he ſhould be an Example to us, to expreſs a compleat ag 1 
Deteſtation of equal Cruelties, and of the Actors in them. St. oo 


Paul, when he had reckoned up a great many forts of notorious 
: Sinners, adviſes the Corinthians, Not ſo much as to eat Che 
x Cor. 5. with ſuch a one, wio was guilty of any of thoſe Crimes, (det 


11 And when he had given the7h-ſſalonians ſeyeral excellent Ven 
| Counſels in his Epiſtle to them, he ſuperadds this Or- Ap 


2 Theſſ. der, F any Man obey not our Word by this Epiſile , note that 
3. 14. Man, and have no Cempany with him: And the reaſon of Mu 
that Charge 1s,,—That he may be aſbamed: When Men 


upon their Engagement in wicked Practices, find themſelves defer» "bh 
ted, and left to ſtruggle by themſelves with all thoſe Inconveni- * 
ences attending a Singularity in Villany; it ſtrikes them at once MW; 


with Shame and Terror, and many times brings them from a ſe- hn: 
* . . © . ” 0 in 
Tious Senſe of their deſperate Condition, to as ſerious an Amend-= 


ment of Life. There's generally too great a Lenity in Men in theſe - 
reſpects; and tho' they ſee others guilty of never ſo enormous Hv 
Crimes, they are willing the Puniſhment ſnould fall upon few, | * 


but the Terror of it ſpread to the reſt; yet, even this, conſidering 
the common Frailties of humane Nature, may be excuſed; bit 
there ſeems to be a great deal of Difference between a Remiſſion 
of Puniſhment, and a Reingratiating our ſelves with the Criminal. 
He who has been a Thief, tho' he have eſcap'd the Fate frequently. 
attending ſuch, yet can ſcarce expect a Bleſſing on what he has 
got by Violence; nor can they look for leſs then a Participation in: 
is Curſe, who are concern'd with him in temporal Affairs. It 
was not Lor's perſonal Righteouſueſ, could exempt him from his 
ſhare in ſuffering, when be liv'd and traffiqued with the wicked 
S»domites, He, who has been a Murderer, or a Rebel, may na 
doubt, grow a ſerious Penitent, and 3 loyal Subject; but he muſt firſt 
abjure thoſe Principles upon which he afted at firſt, otherwiſe the 
ſame Principles will, always, upon fair Opportunities, exert. 
themſelves in the ſame or equivalent Practices; when ſuch Tenets 
are not renounced or deteſted, Vengeance certainly treads upon 
the Heels of ſuch Perſons; and all thoſe who have any Intereſts 
with ſuch, muſt expect to be Sharers in their Misfortunes. When 
the Angel in the Apecalypſe warns God's People to come out of Ba- 
byl:n, he gives this Reaſon fot it; Come out of her my Peo- 

Rev. 18. ple, that ye be not Partakers of her Sins, and that ye receive 
4 not of her Plague. From which it is plain, that if God's 
People ſhould continue in ſuch a curſed Society, they 

muſt expect all thoſe Judgments incident to ſuch: Sin 
| eaknels 
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" Wincakneſs in any to imagine that Evil-doers themſelves, Men of 
e nurderous and rebellious Principles, thould eſcape the Wrath of 
e Cod; the Apoſtle gives us a good Leſſon, — Let no Man ®. 
n decive you with vain Words, for becauſe of theſe things cometh Epheſ. 5. 
te Hrat h of God upon the Children of D ſobediente; Therefore 6, 7. 
e nor ye Partakers with them. A raddy Countenance 18 3 
„bot always an Evidence of an healthful Conſtitution. It's an odd 
wic, and a dreadful Curſe, Pm ſure, which David lays upon ſome 
I et his Enemies; Let their Table become a Snare C 
d and that which ſbould have been for their Well. fare, let it be- Pal. 69. 
Þ | | 


amea Trap: And it's a Curſe made good abundantly 22. 
. upon many of thoſe, who ſeem to bid fair for a conti= 
vs Wal Impunity. When we Took upon that Sacred Blood whieh was 
*- WShed this Day by the Hands of barbarous Rebels; When we con- 
Ss Wider that Blood, as that of righteous Abel, crying to Heaven for 
Vengeance ; When we have known ſuch Miſcreants as have repeated 
that Wiſh of the deſperate Jews, with Relation to their Eternal 
ling; His Blood be upon us, and upon our. Children, recognizing the 
Murder of their Pious Sovereign with a triumphant Scorne; when 
we remember that Religion was made the Stale to draw Men into 
the Snare of Rebellion, and Faith was converted into faction, what 
(raelty and Inhumanity was expreſt to God's Repreſentative, by 
lis own natural Subjects; What Numbers contributed to that horrid 
ee bn? How few have ſuffered by humane Law ; - And, how few have 
d. Hendeavour'd by Faſting and Prayer, and hearty Grief, to reingratiate 


le Witemſclves with Heaven; we muſt be very unreaſonably confident, 
- Wif we imagine ſuch can always eſcape the Strokes of Heaven; the 
w, 


Comrivers, the Al ettors, the Executioners, the Defenders, of that bloody 
03 Willany, are all Brethren, Inſtruments of Cruelty are in their Houſes :* © 
ut my Soul, come not thor into their Seeret; and to their Aſſembly, mine No- 
nur, be not thou united! And rhis brings me to the Third Particular 


n the Text. 


ty 3- The Reaſon of Jacob's cautious Reſolution againſt having any 

has eoncern with theſe cruel Sons of his ; it was, becauſe in their An- 

er they few a Man, and in their Self-will they digg d down a Wall, or de- 

I Iroy'd the Princes of the People: Here we ſee that of St. James 

Fo rerify'd 3 The Wrath of Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of James 1. 


ad: There may be anAnger without Sin, but it muſt only 20. 

le 2painſt Sin; but even that grows ſinful, when it ex- | 
ends to Murder. Phinebas himſelf, had he nor, beſides his Office, 
udan extraordinary Motive to that purpoſe, could not have been 
neuſed for the killing Zimri and Cosb': If Men be never ſo guilty, 
| private Perſons are no fit Judges of their Demerits; and theſe 
happy Brethren were only in ſuch a private Station, they were 
ities, and therefore could not be Judges in their own Cauſe ; we 
e our National Laws proceed according to this Suppoſition ; tho' 
Man be condemn'd to die as a Traytor, tho' the Day of his Exe- 
tion be prefix'd by the Judge, yet fhould any one Kill him, be- 
"Ken the time of Sentence and Execution, nay, it it were at the 
by Block or Gibbet, the Perſon killing him. would be a Murderer 
ne Eye of the Law, and liable to Heath for his Extiave e 
| | and 
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and our National Laws in this Narter,: are but agreeable to the LHA 
ef Nature, which permits no ſach kind of vavagengfs among its Sub. | 
jeQs, till it's fallen ſtrangely from its ſelf. Bur Anger ſeldom col 
Ader theſe things; he who has a revengefal Soul, looks oer all the 
Barricadoes of Senſe and Reaſon, and can be content, with Faux, oli ? 
ſer fire to tie Train, tho'he's ſure ro be blqwn up with it Himſelf | 
The Sons of Jacob were not educated at the rate of the reſt of t 
Pagan World, they had the Inſtructions and Examples of a pious © 
Grand-father and Father, always before their Eyes ; they were 
taught to know the True God, and their own Duties to him, ail * 
ſuch : Tho the Law was not yet ſo nelle given, as it was afifl * 
terwards by Myſes, yet that was publick enough, and could not bu 
come under their Cognizance; whoſoe ver beds Man, Blood, by Maj ſhal ; 
his B be ſhea; Parents, in thoſe Days, had the Power of Life an 0 

E 

0 

V 


Death in their own. Hands, as may be concluded from Juaal! 
Sentence upon his Daughrer-in-Law Tamer, when he was inform 
of her playing the Harlot, bring her out, ſays he, and let her be bun 
which was like the Decree of an arbitrary Judge; but they conf 
der'd not what Authority their religious Father might make uſt 

of to puniſh ſuch bold Aſſaſſines: The nei ghbouring People coul 
not but look upon ſo deſperate an Action, as a leading Caſe, ant 

begin to conſider among themſelves, that, upon the leſt Aﬀeon x 
given, their own ſeveral Turns might be the next; but theſe boil © 
| beaded Bra voes, never conſider'd what Force they had to oppoſe ſuciii © 
combining Nations: They could not but have been inftrufted ſi 7 


far in the Nature of that God they worſhip'd, as to know that hi 1 
was gentle, merciful, long-ſuffering; and of great Goodneſs; il. 
ean ſcarce be thought they had not heard of God's Difcourſe with 10 
and Condeſcenſions to, the Interceſſions of their Grand, fithe 4 
Abraham, where he declar'd, That for the ſake of ten Righteour, Mi | 
would have ſpared all the Cities of the Pla n; and their Father coul 4 
not but have told them what great things God had done for himſel 
when driven from his 8 fear of his angry Brother; 

_ theſe Informations could not but have fix d a very Ein Idea q 


God in their Minds, from all which, if they had but given thei + 
Paſſions leave to coole a little, they would eaftly have conclude | 
fo Cruel an Action muſt have been very difagrecable to ſo infiniſi ” 
a Goodneſs and Placability, but they never conſider'd how f | 
they might, by ſuch an Action, Sin againſt God, what Verigeand © 


by ſuch a Sin, they might bring upon themſelves and their 75 
ſterity ; they never conſider'd how much greater the Priniflimel : 
they intended was, than rhe Offence which 5hechem had commi 0 
ted, nor in how direct an Oppoſition they a&ed to Almighty C, 
when, for the ſake of one, and only one, who was Guilty, the \ 
deſtroy'd and enflav'd ſo many Innocents; they ſeem'd to hu 0 


defign'd a Revenge as bittter againſt their Souls, as againſt the f 
Bodies, to deſtroy them by ſuch a Surprize, when they we 


ſuffering all that poſſibly they could, to create x mutuat Peace a 1 
confidence betweeen them. Oh, ſhouid but Almighry God ti E 
the Meaſures of his Revenge from the Prackices of Meri, one ill. 


Wat 


* * N . 
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wards another, what Miſeries muſt wretched Mankind be univer- 
ſally involv'd in; But hir Mercy is Great, for which: he is 10 be Fared, 
"WM while the tender Merries of the Wicked, are Cruelty: There was ſome- 


— 


W what of Deliberation in their Anger, it blinded not their Minds 


ſo, but they could expreſs a deal of malicious Cunning, propo- 
ſing ſuch Conditions to veyl their Anger, as might prevent all 
Sulpicions in their aged Father, as well in thoſe they hated.” Who 
could have dream'd rhat the: Seal of God's Love to them; ſhould 


not Men miſled by Fury venture at? Theſe had ler the Sun go dow: 
| upon their Wrath more than once, it might be ſometime before Hamer 


ance with Iſrael, at ſo dear a rate; it was three Days after the Con- 
dition perform'd that they ſet upon their deviliſh Work, ſo that it 
ſeems all the time of their Delay did but whet their Appetites to 
Blood; and all the Condeſcenſions on the other ſide, did but in- 
creaſe their dareing Inſolence; ſo dangerous it it to bow to thoſe 
whoſe Pride and Madneſs is the only meaſure of their Actions. 
As their Anger was diveliſh in its Intention, ſo it was very mon- 
ſtrous in its Object; if, according to our ordinary Tranſlation, rhey 
4% down a Wall in their ſelf-will ; if they acted like common Thieves 
and Robbers againſt thoſe who were at Peace with them, and broke 
Farough that Security which every Man's Houſe ought to give him 
again 

and Obſtinacy in their Rage, that they would execute it againſt 
dead and inſenſible Walls, and that they were reſolv'd no Obſtacle 
ſhould be powerful enough to retard their Fury. An open Enemy 
who had proclaim'd War againſt them, and made a publick Invaſion 
upon them, could have expreſs'd no more Barbarity ; but they were 
not Walls they fought with, nor mean Things with which they 
contended for. But in their Anger they flew x Man, a Prince, the Head 
of his People, a neighbouring Governor, under whoſe Protection it 
was, in ſome meaſure, that they liv'd, whoſe Friendſhip had been 
a Screen for them againſt any envious Deſigns of rhe Petty-Princes 
round about, who might have expected the better Dealings becauſe 
of thoſe Obligations their Predeseſſors had laid upon Abraham; 
but neither the Tyes of Hoſpitality, nor the ſacred Nature of Go- 
vernment, could ſecure thoſe, whom Religion it ſelf made an in- 
ufficient Plea for: As theſe iil Actions were done in Anger, ſo they 
expreſy'd a great deal of SzIf-will, which ſeems to imply, that they 
lad met with ſome who would have diſſuaded them from ſo vfl- 
hnous a Tragedy; and indeed, we find in the ſacred Story, ſome 
| Footſteps of greater Lenity in Reuben, and in Judah; they ſeem to 
Go N 8 7 6 : 3 

cha deve been more tender hearted, and not inclin'd to Blood and 
Murder, and perhaps, Jacob himſelf, when he told them of the 


M BY Raps bel | f 

the Diſnonour of their Siſter, had yet uſed ſome Means to allay thoſe 
gel ſuddain Paſſions which ſuch an Accident might excite in vigorous 
ce u bung Men. But all ſuch Remonſtrancas were in vain, no Leni- 
andes could abate the edge of their Fury. hut they reſolve on Re- 
ie unge, let what would happen; they de ehe Diſplerſure cf God g 


Ms, provided they might kat accompliſh their wicked Purpoſe; 
* | O | not 


Thirtieth of Januaty, 17h. 2 


have been perverted into a Sacrament of Revenge? But what will 


and Shechem, could prevail upon their Citizens, to buy an Alli- 


his malicious Neighbours, it argued a ſtrange Inveteracy 
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nor would a mean Sacrifice attone their Fury, only Princes, ,. 
Princes of the People were Sacrifices fit for ſuch Moloch; it might be 
{ſome Confidence of his own Power that might encourage Schechen 
to that Sin he had lately committed, and the Puniſhment inflige( 
on him might be but Juſt, with relation to his Treſpaſs; nor could 
the ungovernable Violence of luſtful Paſſions excuſe him; but Su- 
perior Power ought to have been Sacred in the Eyes of others. 4 
baſe and treacherous Enemy, is an object of univerſal Fear and 
Hate, but a Rebellious Subject or a Traytor, mask'd under the M 
Vizor of one who pretends to ſeck Protection, is never to be Nen 
 mention'd but with the utmoſtExecrations: If that ſacred Character 
which Princes bear, cannot prote& them from Violence, what 
private Perſon can expect to be ſafe? If we lay this Particular with 
Jacob's precedent Caution, Solomon's Direction ſeems but a Deduttion 
from it, My Son fear thou the Lord and the King, a nd medale not with 
them that are given to change. Wiſe Men will avoid the Converſa Wn; 
tion of the. Wicked, and thoſe who fear God, ſhall eſcape their Wie 
Snares ; Princes as they are ſeated in a ſublime Place, ſo have they Wu 
a great many Enemies; and wicked Men, who have a conſtant Wi 
Terror upon their Spirits, by reaſon of that Authority which is in 
their Hands to puniſh their Crimes, are ready to watch all Oppor- 
tunities for their Ruin; and this is one greatOriginal of Rebellions 
in the World ; and too many Men are ſo ſimple, as to imagine 
themſelves extreamly happy when they can-have their Hands in 
the Dethroning or Humbling their Princes, when in the mean 
time, they only take. a great deal of Delight and Pains in procu- 
ring their own Miſery. If there were any one ſtroke of Mercy in 
this Action of Simeon and Levi, it was in that they deſtroy'd all the 
Males in the City, that they might not live to ſee the Miſery of 
thoſe who want a Governor; thoſe Calamities which attend a Po- 
litical Body when it wants a Head, are fuch as none can well judge 
of, but thoſe who have been Eye-Witneſſes of ſuch Revolutions; 
what ſhould we reflect upon thoſe great Misfortunes which fol. 
low'd the People, when there was no King in Iſrael, but every Man dit 
that which was good in his own Eyes : It was not the immediate Pre- 
ſence of God among them, nor the oracular Determination of 
riſing Conteſts by the Prieſts Urim and Thummim, that could pre- 
vent Diſorders among them; many were the Troubles that Nation 
was diſtracted with, any of which, where they ſtand upon Record 
In Holy Writ, carry that Remark along with them, that in thiſe 
days there was no King in Iſrael: But it's enough for us to look it 
Home, where our National Miſeries, after the breach of Allegiant, 
ond eſpecially after the Murder of God's anointed, were beyond the 
ower of Hiftory to relate; but if Opprefſion, Plundering, Sacci4 
edge, Hereſies, Murders,and all manner of Injuſtice, were things 
harg to bear, theſe wretched Kingdoms had no ordinary ſhare in 
chetn; no, the very Dregs of the Cup of God's Anger were forced 
upon them ; what larger Bodies do, the ſame Perplexities ſmalle 
Societies feel ina deprivation of their Superiors, when the Sheephears 
wherhet Spiritual or Temporal, is ſmitten, the poor Sheep muſt o 
confeguence, be ſcatter d; but it ways ſure Antidote, which 1 | 
| 01 
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Cons of Jacob made uſe of, to deſtroy at once, both the Shepheard 


ind the Sheep. When Jacob had formerly reprov'd them for this 


Fat, they anſwer'd him ſurlily, Should he deal with our Siſter, as with 


an Harlot ? a poor Satisfaction for ſo execrable a Crime, and the 


who had ſhewn ſo little ſenſe of their Sin, then when it was ſo 
newly done, the Blood of Innocents ſtill reeking upon their 
Hands, might have imagin'd, that both God and Man had for- 


gotten that ever ſuch a thing was done; But Jacob was here God's 


fa Wife into bis Boſome, yer even in this dealing, God ſhew'd 
ſomewhat of Mercy to them; he would not let Sin reſt upon 


neſs they were polluted with; and the Sentence was not ſo fatal, 
but a ſincere Repentance might in ſome Meaſure reverſe it; it was a 
merciful Severity too to others, that they hearing how heavy a 
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ie her in Sentence or Execution, are upon the Earth, then the Inhahitants 


the Earth ſbould lerme Righteouſneſs; thoſe who might have flatter'd 


le | | 

in end labour to live holily and peaceably, as they implored a Bleſſing 
ie rom God: Our care ought to be too with Jacob, to have nothing to do, ta 
of Na no Communication with thoſe Bret hren in Iniquity, whoſe Habitations 


ne full of Inſtruments of Cruelty, who in their Self-wil'd Anger can oppaſe 


ge murder Princes. = | | x: 

We are to obſerve the Sentence it ſelf paſt, againſt theſe Cri» 
. Wiinals, Curſed be their Anger, for it was fierce, and their Wrath, for it 
u cruel; he who obſerves that Duty of Charity, ſo frequently 


gd in the Goſpel, and finds Love and Meekneſs every where 
immended there, who hears our Bleſſed Saviour at his Crucifixj- 
n, praying for his Enemies, and before it, doing a Miracle for the 


on od of an Enemy, who ſees St. stephen following the ſame admire 
e Pattern, and meets with thoſe Rules, That we ſhould love our 
hoſe 'mies, bleſs them who curſe us, pray for them which deſpitefully uſe us 
at perſecute us; That we ſhould not be overcome with Ewil, but over- 


unk, if be hunger give him Meat, &c. He who reads theſe Things 
il perhaps think ir difficult, to reconcile this and a great many 
Wre Curſes in the Old Teſtament, with theſe Evangelical Preſcriptions ; 
il yer, if he compare well the Woes denounc'd by our Lord him- 
ol, who certainly was eſſential Love and Meekneſs, againſt the 
ſpocritical Scribes and Phariſes, with thoſe Curſes againſt wicked 
mn us'd by David, and the Prophets, will find them all of the 
ae Nature, and founded upon the ſame Reaſons; and he who 
$i how God ſeconded the Curſes of his Servants, by a ſpeedy 
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Miniſter, to aſſure them the contrary, and he their Father was 
employ'd to thunder Vengeance in their Ears, tho the Diſap- 
pointment was grievous to them, to receive a Curſe in lieu of 2 
Bleſſing, as it was to Shechem before, to receive a Dagger inſtead 


them without Reproof, be denounc'd Judgment, that it might 
nake them penitent, and endeayour to expiate that Blood-Guilti- 


Doom a Father had denounc'd againſt his own wicked Sons, might 
ear and fear, and do no more ſuch Wickedneſs. It's the uſe the Pro- 
phet preſcribes in the Caſe, That when the Fudgments of God, whe - 


tiemſelves with hopes of Impunity under equal Guilt, with that 
if Simeon and Levi, would now be convinc'd of their foul Miſtake, 


me Evil with Good. And, therefore, if an Enemy thirſt, give him 


———— — 1 — 


20: A SERMON preach d onthe 


8 S 


— ä — ̃ — 
and proportionable Demiſſion of Vengance upon the Guilty, moſt 
of neceſſity conclude theſe Things in ſome Caſes-lawful : 80 
- when Elijab's Curſe brought down Fire from He auen upon the Two Captain 
and their Companies ; when Elijba curs'd the Children of Berbel, and 
No and Forty of them were immediately torn by Bears, when 
Joſbuab laid that Prophetical Curſe upon the Rebuilders of Jerich, 
which was made good upon Hiel ſome Hundreds of Years aſtei- 
wards; all theſe were ſo many Atteſtations given by Heaven ta 
the Juſtice of thoſe dreadful Imprecations: Indeed, Curſes againſt 
Men, in Scripture, are generally made with that Reſerve, that 
Prophet:ira! Denunciations againſt Cities and Countries are; they are 
to take place, unleſs a ſerious Repentance Intervene. — The cauſeliſ 
Curſe ſball not come; but woe to thoſe whom, as in the Caſe of 
Meroz, the Angel of the Lord commands us to curſe; there may ſome ex. 
traordinary Cafes happen, wherein Vengance makes rio ſuch De. 
Jays, but ſeizes the Guilty immediately; for God, who knows the 
Demerits of thoſe Perſons, whom he would have curſs d, beſt knows 
how to proportion his Diſpenſations towards them; God cat- 
not be cruel or unjuſt ; but, with Men, if that Condition of Impe- 
nitence be not underſtood, the Curſe it ſelf is ſinful, and returns, 
at leaſt, in part, upon the Heads of thoſe who beſtow it: And thus 
Excommunication, that Ecclefiaſtical Curſe, is laid on with that De- 
ſign, that the Heſh may be humbled, but that the Soul may be ſaved in'th 
Day of Fefus ; and thus Jacob here cannot be ſuppos'd to have wiſh'd 
or intended, both the Tewpora! Puniſhment, and the Eternal Dawnatia 
of his own Children; no, we cannot doubt, but that he put up 
frequent Supplications to the God of his Fathers, to divert his} 
eternal Judgments from the Heads of his Sons and their Poſterity ; 
but yet, that their Errors might be Warnings to others, he per- 
forms his Duty, and lays upon them an efe44al Curſe for that _— 
Sin they had been guilty of; and it was but reaſonable, that ſuc 
abominable Crimes ſhould lie under the ſevereft Curſes, -as well 
explicite as implicite; God hates ſuch Actions, and all his faithfull 
People muſt hate them too; God's Curſe ever attends them, and 
the Curſes of his Servants cannot but follow them; and 1 think 
none can doubt, but that we may curſe bitterly the Crime com 
mitted, when we heartily deſire, and endeavour the eternal Hep 
pineſs of the Criminal. That Men extremely obliged in man} 

Things, Men who pretended to true Religion, and a great Zeal t pri 
ſecute its Rules, and to promote its Influences, that fuch Men ſhoul 

rrapan their Neighbours into a Diſability to help themſelves, thi 

they ſhould abuſe them with all the fair Overtures of Peace ant 

Kindneſs, only to lull them into an unſuſpitious Security; Thi 
ar laſt, when they had ſo laid them aſleep, under a deep Inſenſ 
| bility of Danger, they ſhould; upon the ſudden break in up0! 
and murder them, not only him who had given the Offence, Þ 
all the reſt of his Cityzens, was a piece of Villany, which th 
yer callyw World had given no Example of: This Action wis“ 
Orgind! in its time, and might have continu'd ſo ſtill, had Men bet 
bur a little more ambirious to imitate and outdoe the Exc 
lencies than the impieties of their Predeceſſots; their Anger | 
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il grounded, fierce, raſh, violent, implacable ; their Wrath was 

cruel, bloedy, heliſhly malicious and inexorable; who could hear 

it without trembling, or conſider it without Horror? What 

would. the adjacent Countries think of that Religion profeſſed by 

Jab, when ſuch flagitious Crimes were committed under the Um- 
brage of it? True Religion was of the Game Nature, and carry'd 
on the ſame Deſigns of Old, as it does now. St. James's heavenly 
Wiſdom was always the ſame, and that was pure, peaceable, gentle, 
ealy to be intreated, without Partialiiy, and without Hypocraſy, full of 
Mercy aud good Works : Anil the Fruits of Righteouſneſs. were always - own 

| in Peace, by them that made Peace; but might Men in thoſe Days well 


which theſe miſchevious Wretches boaſt of? Did their God, as 
they ſay, carry them under the Security of his own immediate Pro- 
„tedtion from pace to place, and bring their Anceſtors at firſt 
from Ur of the Chaldees,as a Place too filthy for ſo pure a Generation, 
only, that under ſuch fine Pretexts, they might have the fairer Op- 
„portunity to carry Murder and Deſolation whereſoever they went? 
e. Did we for this End, hug theſe Vipers in our Boſomes, warm them 
s MW with our free and undeſery'd Kindneſſes; and fancy our ſelves hap- 
WM py in the Society of thoſe who ſeem'd ſo highly in the favour of 
e-. the Almighty, only, that they might ſting us to Death? Certainly, 
we who want thoſe 1/[uminations and Communions which they boaſt 
of, have yet very different and more ſuitable Apprehenſions of the 
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ien 
up brace that Religion, which renders Men as Dogs, Bears, Wolves, 
us nay Devils one to another; ſuch very well, or to ſuch purpoſe, 
1; might the Diſcourſes of the Voicinage be, and would carry but too 
er much of Truth and Reaſon with them; and by this Means, thoſe 
d 


who ſhould have been as Salutary Angels to the more ignorant part 
of Mankind, who ſhould have endeavour'd heartily 8 
tion of eternal Truth, and to have made that Religion God had 
inſtructed them in, lovely and amiable to them, put the great- 
eſt Bar to it's Procedure, and rais'd all the Prejudices and 


a, Ae x lie under, when they came once to conſider 
ſeriouſly what they had done? How near Deſpair muſt thoſe poor 
Creatures fall who conſider'd that horrid Aﬀeront they had oled 
to Heaven, and that monſtrous Abuſe they had put upon the ſtand- 
ing Symbol of God's Prefence among them? Sure, that Anger, 
that Rage, was damnable, which had its fatal Effects, not only up- 


unborn would yet have reaſon in futureAges to curſe that Anger, 
which muſt of neceſſity affect them too, and make them feel the 

nſequences of paternal Guilt: It's no uncommon Thing to ſee 
God wifit the Iniquities of the Fathers upon the Children unto the third and 
fourth Generation; not that he'll damn the Son for the Tranſgreſſion 
of the Father; but this World may te a Place of nothing but Mi- 
ſertes and Sorrows for them, tho' they labour by the ſevereſt Piety 
to reconcile God to themſelves. Ill-gotten Eſtates illuſtrate this, 
which without intire Reſtitution, are ſo many Curſes,” as long as 


+ 
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argue, Is this that Piety, that acquaintance with the ſupreme God, 


great Creator all Things; and who would ever be ſo mad as to em- 


Scandals againſt it that were poſſible. What Agonies muſt theſe 


on ſuppos'd Enemies, but upon deareſt Friends; the Children then 


enjoy d 
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A SERMON preach d on tbe 


A d by the molt innocent Succcſſors; which Conſiderations ſhould oblige 


up Blefſings, not by Rapine and Cruelty to force down Vengeance upon their 
mnocent Poſterity; yet certainly it's an Obſetvation ſhould make the moſt ves 


bus Profeffors of Religion always humble. That tho' Religion, when 


true, advances thoſe who embrace it to an Excellency far ſuperiour to their 
trreligions Neighbours, yet there have ſome Sins happen'd among them which 
Have even outdone the utmoſt Impieties of Heathens, ſince Paganiſmwas.un- 
acquainted with ſuch an unparaſlel'd Bruitiſhneſs as that of the Inhabitanti 
of Gibeah upon the Leuites Concubine, fince Paul carges the Corinthiay- 
Chriftians with ſuch Wickedneſs as was not ſo much as named among the Gm. 
tiles; and theſe Sons of Jacob had reveng d themſelves of their Neighbours 
with an unexampled Barbarity ; all which Divine Wiſdom permits, to let us 
ſee, t hat it is not the Name of Religion that can fecure us from the moſt engy- 
mens Crimes; that the beſt things, abus d ana corrupted, prove the worſt ; and, 
that only Divine Goodneſs, can 1 improv'd Nature itſelf from running 
out into the moſt violent Exceſſes. | oo OO 
We may, in ſhort, take Notice of the Nature of that Curie Jacob laid upon 
his Sons, I will divide them in Jacob, and ſcatter them in Iſrael. A Curſe 
which, at firſt View, has no ſuch terrible Aſpect; yet, it confider'd with Rela- 
tion to the Perſons concern'd, it was the heavieſt and moſt extenſive Curſe 
that could fall upon them in this World : It was to be one great Felicity 
of the Sons of Jacob, that they were to found ſo many diſtinct Tribes as they 
were Brothers, and to have ſuitable Proportions of Land divided to them; 
theſe Lands they were to enjoy entirely to themſelves, and not to interfere in 
one another s Portions ; fo ther they were to be as ſo many diſtinct Nations, 
and independent one upon another: Nothing, certainly, could be more glo- 
nous than ſuch Lots; but theſe were to be no Sharers with the reſt in this 
Blefimg ; but whereas their Brethren were to be as Lords or Princes, theſe 
were only to be as Peaſants or Slaves, and to live in a continual Dependence 
upon them; they were to feel ſomewhat of Cain's Curie, to be as Vagabond: 
pn Earth. This Imprecation hung ſo heavily upon Simeon, that Moſer, 
when he came to die, and when he beſtow'd his Bleſſing upon the Twelve 
Tribes, tho he did not expreſly curſe this Tribe, yet he gave them no Blef- 
ling, nor ſo much as took Notice of them, as it they had periſlvd from the 
be dh 


of Iſrael by an utter Exciſion; and when the Land of Canaan came to 

vided, by Lot, among them, Simeon was forgotten, and had no particu- 
lar Inheritance in the Land of Promiſe. Levi's Caſe was not ſo hard, indeed 
the Letter of the Curſe was made goed; his Poſterity too had no Proportion 
2mong the reſt ; they were ſcatter'd thro? all the Tribes of Iſrael; but that 
Diſperſion was not their Loſs, they were exalted to the Przefthood, an Office 
of the moſt Sacred Nature, and God himſelt promis'd to be, and was, the Lyt 
of their Inherit ince. The Levites then had no reaſon to envy their Brethren, 
nor to complain of the heavy Effects of their Fore Father's Curſe : Moſes 
ſhowr'd his Bleſſings upon them beyond all the reſt of the Tribes; ſo that he 
made them ſufficient Amends for that Curſe they had before fallen under. 
But all this was the Effect of what I oblerv'd before; of ſome extraordinary 
Expreſſions of Repentance for their former Sins; the Faithtuineſs of Moſes, 
the Holineſs and Patience of Aaron, the Zeal of Phinehas, had contributed, 
in ſome Meaſure, to the Attonement of God's Anger againſt that Tribe; but, 
eſpecially, that extraordinary Zeal which the whole Tribe had ſhewn in the 


Cauſe ot God, againſt their idolatrous Brethren, when they made no Diſtin- 


| tion of Affection or Relation, but, with an impartial Severity, 
Exod. 32. conſecrated themſelves to the Lord, every Man 2 his Son, and 
26, 29. every Man upon his Brot her. This Action was ſo pleaſing ro God, as 
to take off the Weight of Jacob's Cur ſe, and to ſatisty all, that God 
. the hatingSinners could forgive, and be reconcil'd to the truly penitent :and yet 
that o/ooay Employment they were in, killing continually fach vaſt Numbers ot 
Sacrifices, might ſerve as a Memorandum to them of that Butchery their Fore- 
Fathers had committed upon the pre; gs Sechemites: Nene could be 
fitter for that irkſome Work, than thoſe whale Progenitors had bath d their 
| * N. e TIO ee 
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Patents to that Care, as to endeavour, by Virtue and Goodneſs, to trealure 
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hands in innocent Blood. But theſe two Tribes, thus ſquander'd about, 
could never pretend to any Regal or Supreme Power, their Condition being 
ſoch as render d them utterly uncapable of exerting that Ambition which the 
reſt of their Brethren might aim and arrive at. - . RY RT 
And thus we have done with the Text it ſelf, but not with the Buſineſs of 
this Day, to which it's ſo extremely applicable: We too have known ſuch: 
Brethren in Iniquity, ſuch barbarous and bloody Wretches, the Plague of our 
Nation, and the Scandal of our Religion, guilty of Sins of a yet more laſti 
Dye, ſuch as might juſtly be purſu'd with the bittereſt Curſes of all ſucceed- 
vg Generations. Ler us but a little compare the Actions of Jacob's Sons and « 
theſe, and we ſhall ſee their Crimes aggravared, in every Circumſtance, with 
themoſt prodigious Additionals. Simeen and Levi, its true, murder'd a Man, 
a Prince among his People, but they did ir ſuddenly ; they pretended not, by. 
Deliberation and Forms of Law , to expoſe their Cruelty upon the Theatre of 
the World; but ours aſſaſſinated. a mighty Monarch, betore the Doors of his 
own Royal Palace, in the View of a mighty People, his Subjects, with tedious 
Circumſtances, and long Deliberation; they challeng'd all the Cenſures of 
the World, and dety'd all the Vengeance of an angry God; they made Forms 
of Law ſubſervient to their horrid Enterprize, and endeavour'd to deſecrate 
whatever was venerabl e in the World, or had any Impreſſion of Reaſon or 
Divinity upon it. Jacob's Sons had receiv'd an Injury at the Hands of Shechem, 
their Siſter had been defil'd by him, and they were no Subjects to him, tho, 
a weaker Allies, they might receive Protection from him; but theſe flew up- 
on their own excellent Sovereign, a Prince ſure, if any deſerv'd it ſince he 
who firſt receiv'd it, after God's. own Heart; a Prince adorn'd with all thoſe 
Virtues which could render Empire Sacred, or 2 Superior Belov'd ; their 
lives, their Fortunes, their All ow'd it ſelf to the powerful Protection of 
his Laws; they were born his Subjects, and had the Face to call themſelves 
WF ithful and Loyal Subjects, then when they made the greateſt Haſte to 
his Ruin; they had ſworn Allegiance to him, it Oaths could have any Effect 
upon proſtituted Conſciences, and could expect nothing but Condemnation. 
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doch from God and Man, if they broke that holy Tye. Charles the Firſt, o 

WW Precious Memory, had never injur'd them but by his Exceſs of Lenity and 

. Coodneſs; never bad deſerv'd ill Uſage at their Hands, but when he ſhew'd - 
Mercy to impious Rebels, and ſpar'd their Blood who thirſted for his own. 

> Lmeon and his Brother cleak'd their Malice with a Shew of Religion, 
nd proſtirured a Sacrament to Revenge; but we find not that they 
| cer endeavour'd to murder the Fame of thoſe whom they had cur 
i MW, or charg'd him with more than what he was certainly guilty 
t of; bur thoſe who had no- ſuch real Offence to plead ;- no appa- 
> rat Crime to accuſe their King of, reſolv'd yet to blacken him , 
t ud to aſperſe his Name, fo as, if poſſible, to throw that general Odium 


of the World from themſelves upon him. As his great Maſter and Saviour 

"2s branded by the ſtubborn Jews with Sacrilege and Impoſture, Things ab- 

e blutely inconliſtent with his Nature; ſo theſe repreſented a Monarch of un- 

f. Nbrallel d Piety and Goodneſs, as a Tyrant, Traytor, Murderer, and whatſoe- 

y er Helliſn Titles a Diabolical Malice could rip up. Nothing that had the 

s Wi of Religion but was abug'd to delude the Nation, and to deſtroy the 

d, Lord's Anointed; Popery and Arbitrary Government were the Cry, and the 

, Wo Principles that ever Rome pretended to, and the moſt abſolute and ſu- 

9 nous Tyranny that ever Nature ſaw, was mate uſe of to prevent them ; 

n- Wat God hatred, whar Scripture declaim'd againſt, what the beſt Chriſtians 

J. Of all Ages, nay, what the wiſeſt Heathens denounc'd damn'd by conſtant 

. Cenlures and Oppoſitions. Thoſe very Things were, in the late Confuſi-ns; 

r nade uſe of as the diſtinguiſhing Caracters ot Conſcientious and Welkaffeded 

d Wn. Thoſe who durit be True to their God, Loyal to their Soyéreif 

et Fthful to the National Laws, Regular in theii Devotion, and [uſt and Sober 

of Wi 'iheir Converſations ; thoſe, were proſecuted with the moſt implacable 
Malice, as the only Bars and Letts to the Deviliſh Intentions of a Pack of ina 

nous Villains and Traytors, who yet might the better bear the Scverity gf 

Wir Lot; ſiuce St. Paul himſelf, for ſome Lay al Paſſages in his Epiſtles, hed 
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Things, &c. the Wounds of which fo many noble Families feel to this da 
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the Hondur to be voted'a Malignant; A Printe under whoſe Govetrithehy,. 
long as deviliſh Spirits would give leave, nothing but Peace antt*Pyoſpyj 

Was to be heard of within our Walls and Palaces, whoſe Royal Vertues . 
the Honour, and will be the Wonder of all ſucceeding 4 0 Who Wei 
| Hove been valu'd as the greateſt of worldly — by a People wife; fe 
gioiis, and grateful; whoſe Religion could not be byaſs d by the Superſin 

_ of Rome, nor cheated with the Phanaticiſm of giddy Ent huſiaſts; He . 
was truly à nurſing Father to his Church and People, whoſe Prayers were 
along conturrent with his Laws for their Good and Welfare; ſuch a Prince, 
great, {o- gvod, was hunted as a Partridge in the Mountains, driven from Phy 
to Place by a Company of infatiate Villains, whoſe helliſh Thirft could nevert 
allay'd but with a full 5 of ſacred Blood. His Goodnefs, which rect 
. mended him to the Love and Honour of God and good Men, was that Sin, th 
. 3 and Treaſon he was guilty of againſt the Common-w ealth of 1 
godly. He who ſees but that Difference there is in other things between ei 
rittiſh P terians and that accurſed Spawn of their Wickedneſs, - whit 
was ſhap'd at laſt into Independents, Anabaptiſts, Quakers, Ranters, Seeker 
and a tœo more, muſt conclude it impoſſible ſuch a Medly of Religions ſhoij 
ever have united Councils, but to the Ruine of every thing that had a Facet 
Good, the Principles of all the ſeveral Parties only agree in Rebellion again 
God and His Anointed; the ſame Principles they ſtiſl aſſert, and ean fear 
imagine they are deliver'd from the Laſh'of Penal Laws but to do all the 
and yet greater Abominations, their Hopes, their Counſels, their Defigns att 
all nothing but eſſential Malice; and nothing more can be expected from thoſ 
who are, as the Act of Parliament ſtiles them, Wretched Miſcreants, pretenl 
ing to the Reformation, but as far from being true Proteſtants as they wer 
from being true Subjects, and that was far enough in Conſcience ; But B 
thren they are, Brethren in Iniquity, and Inſtruments of Cruelty ave in thei 
| Habitations. To ſee Men ſtrain at Gnats and ſwallow Camels, ſtumble at 
Ceremony, and ſwallow and preech up and practice Rebellion; fear a whit 
_ Linnen-Garmentr, but long atter {ſuch as are dipt in Royal Blood; fear to pro 
1 a Sabbath, but boldly murder their Sovereign, and ſing their Songs 0 
Triomph when wavy have done; to ſee them live as Traytors, and die deſpe 
rate at laſt, and tell us, Thoſe who died for Parricide died ſteafaſt in the Faith 
thank'd God for their Inſtr umentality in their Sovereign's Murder, and de 
clar d their Readineſs to react the fame Tragedies if able; to ſee ſuch Thing 
would make any Man ſay as Jacob, O my Soul, come not thou into their Secre 
td their Aſſembly, mine Honour, be not thou united. To recollect the Miſerie 
this Nation then lay under, thoſe Rapes, Murders, Prophanation of hoh 
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would make him continue, Curſed be their Anger for it was fierce, and thi) 
Wrath for it was cruel. And he who remembers how the ſame Parties, tht 
_ fame nice Precifians, would but the other day have copied out their Malice to 
- Charles I. upon Charles II. and his then Royal Brother, and Father of out 
_ preſent gracious Queen, as he'll be afraid to hold any CO, or joyn it 
any Counſels with them, ſo will heartily pray, That God, as he has done hi 
. therto, would ſtill mercifully deliver our now glorions Sovereign, ANNE 
the Grandavghter of the Royal Martyr, from all the Plots, Conſpiracies, and 
Rebellions of ſuch wicked and unreaſonable Men, that none may take Advan- 
| of Her Goodneſs to Her Ruine, or repay Her Favours with Revenge ant 
Blood. That God would at length convince thoſe wretched Men of the 
Gnilt, cleanſe them too from Blood-guiltineſs, give them ſincere and heart 
| Repentance, teach them Truth to God, Loyalty to their Queen, Charity t0 
their Brethren, that thoſe Breaches among us may ar laſt happily be made up 
our So m happy, our Religion advanc'd, and our Souls Rved in the Di 
of Jeſus, Whatever Reſolutions they may take, we know our Duties; zn 
. whatwe profeſs let us always maintain, true Religion, conſtant Allegiancy 


* 


od the Son, and God the Holy Ghoft, &c. 65 | 
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fervent ＋ and what can injure us while we do what's Good? Now #0 Gu 
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